
                    
 

Nature is Not in Lock-down 
 
 

           
 
                     Bluebells at Randwick                                                                 Golden Hive frame at Weavers Croft 
 
We are pleased to note that, whilst the whole world is in lock-down, nature, honeybees and 
other wildlife are continuing with their seasonal routines and probably enjoying this 
temporary reduction in pollution.  
 

 
SBKA Apiary 

 
Due to the Covid 19 situation and social distancing advice, all meetings at our training apiary 
in Woodchester are suspended until further notice. Ian and his team will manage the hives 
until we can reconvene at a future date. 
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Pat’s Beekeeping Tips 
 

Our attention is on swarms and their possible consequences. 
If your bees haven't already swarmed - here is the advice... 
Read the latest (April) edition of the BBKA magazine, page 125 - Richard Ball's article on swarming is very 
good indeed.  
 
For beginners among you - I would suggest that you follow the Pagden method of swarm control (the one 
we would be using at the Stroud BKA apiary). This is probably the simplest version. 
Don't try to understand all of the methods at the same time - take it one year at a time and really understand 
your chosen one. 
 
The basis of all swarm control/prevention methods is to separate the queen from the brood.  This is what 
happens in a "natural" swarm...the Queen and half of the flying bees vacate the hive and found a new colony 
in a suitable place some distance away from their original home. They leave behind enough flying and house 
bees to support the growing larvae and the new Queen who will emerge from prepared Queen cells. 
We, as beekeepers, try to copy this at a time to suit us. We want the swarm to stay close so that we don't lose 
half of our bees and to ensure that we get a good honey crop. (If half of your bees depart, your workforce of 
foragers is depleted). 
 
The various methods of control and prevention of swarms is well documented in your books and magazines 
and on websites and YouTube (I recommend the Norfolk Honey Company site), so I am not going to trawl 
through them.  Most important - thoroughly understand one method at a time.  
You are very welcome to call or email me (especially since I am unable to come to "interfere" with your 
bees at the present time). 
 
One thing to keep in mind if the swarm gets away before you have caught it.......You will have a brand new 
Queen in your hive for next year.   Also, swarming is the bees' natural way of reproduction and in the natural 
way, will secure the species for the future. 
 
 
If any one of you would like to have a Virtual Assessment Course with me taking up each item for 
discussion...email me and I will set it up. 
 
For now..keep safe and enjoy your bees. 
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