
 
 
 
Chairman’s report September 2020 
 
What a strange year! 
 
This time of year normally involves our annual Honey Show combined with the 
AGM but of course with Covid 19 this cannot happen. The Honey Show is not 
possible, but we have to hold an AGM. With a lot happening, committee members 
retiring and the need to re-site the apiary I want all members to have an 
opportunity to comment. I have decided to email the annual reports as usual and 
ask for your comments, nominations or volunteering by email sent to me by the 
21st October. 
  
The AGM (by zoom} will then occur on Saturday the 24th October at 10.00, 
chaired by Chris and supported by the remaining committee. They will then 
report on the comments and inform about the new apiary and year ahead. 
Minutes will then be circulated to all. This will be followed by a talk by Chris Park 
at 10.30, headed Apitherapy. The link for this is https://zoom.us/j/94804111676 

 
 
So what is happening? 
There is a sizeable change to the committee. I am standing down from the chair 
and the committee. Jane Crumpler and Paul Orsler are both standing down from 
the committee. Ed Behan will be leaving the area sometime mid-summer and will 
remain on the committee until then. Pat Brown has moved to Devon and whilst 
wishing to remain involved in training is retiring from the committee. 
 
There is therefore a need for new committee members to join the remaining 
members (subject to re-election), Ian McDonald (apiary manager) Christine 
Hancock (chair elect) Cherry McClarren (treasurer) Joanne Cook (secretary) and 
Sid Blackwell.  
 
The other challenge is that the apiary has to be relocated for next year’s season. 
St Dominic’s Primary School has closed and the school field needs to be vacated. 
 
A challenging time ahead, but one that I am sure will bring fresh ideas and new 
energy. 
 
My time with Stroudbeekeepers 
My wife tells me that she remembers carrying our granddaughter past a 
committee meeting at our house, so that must have been about 12 years ago!! I 
do not know how long I have been on the committee, nor in the chair, but it was 
in 2008 that I joined Stroudbeekeepers. 
 
My children presented me with a beekeeping starter-pack for Fathers Day. At 
that time the apiary was in Minchinhampton. Ian McDonald became my mentor, 
as there were no training programmes on offer. Shortly after that I was 

https://zoom.us/j/94804111676


instrumental in moving the apiary to The Convent in South Woodchester 
thinking that it could be there forever, but no! The Convent was put up for sale 
and so in March 2011 Stroudbeekeepers moved to St Dominic’s Primary School’s 
field, again thinking that it would be there forever. But again no! 
 
 
During my time with Stroudbeekeepers I have learnt a lot about the behaviour of 
the honeybee as well as the behaviour of beekeepers! I have been taken on a 
journey that I could not have dreamed of. 
 
2008 I joined Stroudbeekeepers. 
 
In 2011 Pat Brown and I started the BuzzClub that is now based in the wonderful 
walled garden behind Stroud Museum at Stratford Park. See stroudbuzzclub.com 
 
In 2016 Dr Kwame Aidoo from Bees for Development Ghana visited our 
BuzzClub and that in turn led to us establishing BuzzClub Ghana in two schools 
with 20 children. We now have 6 schools with over 60 children and if Covid had 
not occurred this year we would be expanding to 10 schools with some 300 
children. See  
http://www.beesfordevelopment.org/where-we-work/ghana/buzz-club-ghana/ 
 
In 2017 I started working with Leyhill prison to re-introduce beekeeping. This 
has led to the prison carpentry workshop making the Golden Hive. A lovely 
relationship that allowed prisoners to learn carpentry skills and gain knowledge 
about bees and BuzzClub Ghana to receive funding from the profit from selling 
the hives See stroudbuzzclub.com 
 
In 2019 I started meetings for those interested in low intervention beekeeping, a 
bee centred vision of keeping bees.  
 
It is now time for someone else to take on the chairmanship, and so earlier this 
year I informed the committee that I would retire and step down not only from 
the chair but also the committee. 
 
I will remain a member of Stroudbeekeepers, but will be giving my time to 
BuzzClub both in Stroud and Ghana, working with schools and with Leyhill 
Prison. I will also continue to promote low intervention beekeeping. 
 
I will now bow out and hand over the management of the Association to the new 
committee and wish you all a safe and healthy time ahead. 
 
Cheers 
Peter 



Receipts:

GBKA Subscription 2,650.95£    

Insurance -£             

Gift Aid 1,064.10£    

Speaker 320.00£       

Extractor 15.00£         

Ambrosia fondant      MACS 3,629.04£    

Social Events (inc Refreshments) 743.90£       

Advertising -£             

Training Courses 3,984.20£    

Miscellaneous Income -£             

Deposit Interest -£             

TOTAL 12,407.19£ 

Surplus 3,020.40£    



STROUD BEEKEEPERS  ACCOUNTS 1ST OCT 2019 TO 30TH SEPT 2020

Payments:

BBKA Subs 2,320.95£                 Cash Assets

Training Manuals BADGES 363.00£                    

Admin Expenses (inc Postage & Stationery) 152.68£                    

Insurance 28.00£                      

Ambrosia Fondant MAQs 3,750.19£                 

Communication (inc Website, Year Book & Bulletin) 36.72£                      

Social 750.00£                    

Speakers Fees 21.00£                      

Venue Hire 150.00£                    

Apiary Maintainence/Observation hive 534.25£                    

Exam fees 80.00£                      Total cash Assets

Social Events (inc Refreshments) -£                          

Training 1,200.00£                 

Exam Costs -£                          Reconciliation

Donations and Awards -£                          Assets

Miscellaneous Expenses -£                          Surplus

Assets

TOTAL 9,386.79£                 



STROUD BEEKEEPERS  ACCOUNTS 1ST OCT 2019 TO 30TH SEPT 2020

Lloyds Bank a/c 1,993.01£  

Pay Pal 2,256.74£  

Bank balance total

4,249.75£  

Uncashed cheques -£          

Cheques paid in not yet on bank statement -£          

£4,249.75

End 2019 1,229.35£  

3,020.40£  

Now 4,249.75£  



Training Report from Ed 
 
Well things started out so well, the beginners course was once again full. The 
evening sessions started with 30 very enthusiastic attendees in late February and 
remained so until we delivered the 3rd of 5 evening sessions. Unfortunately that is 
when the Government lockdown started and we had to suspend the sessions. With 
the length of lockdown becoming apparent the difficult decision was made to 
postpone this years beginners course.  
 
Attendees were given the option to receive a partial refund so that costs were 
covered or to postpone until next year. I am please to say that the majority of 
beginners decided to postpone until next year.  
 
We have also had to cancel this years Taster day as well due to Covid restrictions so 
all in all it has been a disappointing year. Hopefully things will ease for next year 
when the association can resume its training of new beekeepers once again. 
 

 

 

Training report from Pat 

Since lockdown Pat has not only issued her ‘Virtual Pat’ emails giving seasonal advice 

and tips but always been available by email or phone to answer members concerns 

and questions. Hopefully next year there will be no need for ‘virtual Pat’ but real live 

Pat! 

 
 
 
 
 Module 6 study group from Chris Hancock, Cherry McClarron and Ian McDonald 
 
A group of members got together to study for Module 6, and working together 
helped to keep us on course. It was quite stimulating and helped us all to understand 
different aspects of the course. All the knowledge we gleaned was useful to 
understand the ways of our bees. 
Some of the group passed the exam when we took it, whilst others waited to do the 
exam on the next opportunity. A few joined the group to learn without attempting 
the exam. Although I was keen to start the next module, we continued with module 
6 for the remaining candidates, until the shutdown. We had covered the elements, 
so hopefully people still wanting to take the exam will have the opportunity in 
March. 
We are hoping to start a Module 3 (Honeybee Disease, Pests and Poisoning) study 
group in some form, perhaps joining with other branches on Zoom if we cannot 
meet in person, over the winter in preparation for March. 
Other groups could be set up for different module studies. 
 

 



SBKA Apiary report – 2020 
 
2020 has been different for our training apiary, as it has for everyone. With no 
courses taking place and the impending need to move to a new site, it was 
decided that we should reduce our hive numbers, in order to make both the 
regular inspections and the move in the coming spring more straight forward. 
At the beginning of spring we had 6 national hives, 1 Rose hive and 1 polystyrene 
nuc occupied with bees. It quickly became apparent that 1 of these hives 
contained drone laying workers (https://www.theapiarist.org/drone-laying-
workers/), so this was shaken out, meaning we were down to 7 in total. 
As the bees started to build up rapidly in late spring, the nucleus method of 
swarm control (http://dave-cushman.net/bee/swarmconnuc.html)  was used. 
This enabled us to maintain the strength of the colonies whilst also creating a 
reserve of nuclei which could be moved to a different apiary and kept in reserve 
in case of problems later. The brood in the remaining 6 national hives were then 
combined to make 4 full hives, and within a few weeks these all contained newly 
mated young queens.  
So, with our numbers down to 5 (including the Rose hive) we were all set for a 
productive summer – and then came the rain. As I am sure you noticed, the bees 
main summer foraging period was filled with real extremes of weather, from 
scorching heat to torrential rain and high winds. The bees found it hard to get 
out for much of the summer nectar flow, and their levels of stores were very up 
and down. As we had no need to take any honey from the hives this year, this 
was not a major issue, although they did come close to needing a feed in August. 
But by the end of September, all the hives are ready for winter, and all being well 
will be all set to start a new year in their new home. 
The new apiary will provide us with an opportunity for a fresh start. 2020 has 
been a difficult year for all, but we are determined to enter 2021 refreshed and 
re-invigorated, with a brand new training apiary. The team is taking this chance 
to re-think our approach and set things up in such a way that we can improve on 
the quality of our training. We look forward to seeing you all there soon. 
 
Best wishes 
The Apiary team   
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